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Training your dog:
Aggressive Behaviour

Aggression is seen from time to time in most dogs, and unless extreme is
normal canine behaviour. Dogs will use aggression to resolve a situation
when necessary. This may be.because ofiasdispute over pack leadership or
relative status, or overfterritory, or it may be a‘defensive reaction to a
perceived threat to' the dog, its owner or another canine companion. The
aggression may be directed towardses aadlogs, or other animals or
even objects. There are many re be aggressive, so it is
der to be, able to

pembers of

behaviour therap

gog perceives as his own personal
on the route of regular walks if the dog
sion may be directed towards visitors,

g on the owner when he/she tries to physically restrain him.
aggressive to passers-by etc while in the car. Territorial male
niffing and leg cocking to scent mark their territory. Territorial
aggression i to dominant behaviour generally, and again, you should seek
advice and hé behaviour therapy.

3. Inter-male Aggressio

Male dogs that square up to and attack other male dogs while being passive or friendly to
bitches are usually quite dominant and motivated by an instinctive need to "see off" an
opponent. The simple solution is castration, although the degree of success depends to a
certain extent on the age of the dog; the younger the dog, the greater the likelihood of
success. Dogs that have been beating up other males for years are less likely to respond to
castration on its own, as there is a learned component to the behaviour. Behaviour therapy in
conjunction with castration is likely to be effective.
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4. Aggression between Dogs or Bitches in the same House

This is nearly always caused by disputes over pack leadership and may happen without
apparent warning, between two or more dogs or bitches who otherwise co-habit quite happily.
Fights nearly always occur when the owner is present and range from a quick scuffle to all out
warfare. Bitches are generally worse than dogs and harder to sort out. Because of the
complexity of family relationships, behaviour therapy should ALWAYS be sought. On no
account should you castrate or spay the apparent aggressor without expert advice first -
neutering the wrong one can have disastrous effects and is irreversible! Contact the surgery
to arrange behaviour therapy as soon as possible - the longer this problem is allowed to
persist, the worse it is likely to get.

5. Nervous Aggression
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6. Predatory Aggression

Strictly speaking, this is not aggression, but instinctive behaviour inherited through millions of
years of carnivorous evolution. However, it is often interpreted as aggression. Dogs that
chase and, if able to catch, bite or snap at cats, small dogs, rabbits, birds, sheep, small
children, joggers, cyclists or moving vehicles are usually responding to instinct. The behaviour
is triggered by movement - a running child or jogger, a rabbit, cat or sheep running away.
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Curing Aggression

It is important to identify the motivation for the aggression, and the above
notes may provide some clues. A simple rule which often (although not
always) works is to compare the dog's behaviour on and off the lead. If he is
worse on the lead, he is probably nervous. If he is worse off the lead then he
is probably behaving in a dominant or territorial fashion. If he is aggressive to
family members he is likely to be behaving as "pack leader" and behaviour
therapy is ESSENTIAL to prevent injury to owners, and in some cases other
people.

In all cases when the doggis on the lead, try towavoid tightening the lead in
anticipation or response to his behaviour. Your own tenseness is transmitted
down a tight lead and the dog will instan ome alert and more likely to
react. In addition, tightening the
escape, and he will be more
nervousgdog that his bluff i
firm hold on him, and he
allowed to make conta

d also reassures the
se his owner has a
5 not going to be

1.Eye Contact

assured and a dg ged by this

her dog, you will see that he is making piercing eye contact
gggression, you need to break that eye contact. This is very
and lead when the dog is pulling and lungeing. The Halti is a
which is used to control dogs that pull. It is equally useful for
iour on the lead, as it enables you to turn the dog's head away,
e contact. This has a calming effect on most dogs, and even if
Iti, you are still in control. Dominant dogs can be held firmly on

: away as they pass the person or dog they are reacting to. For
nervous dogs, it is moPe eff@@tive to turn the dog away from the threat and then encourage
him to follow you away from it by walking in the opposite direction, or crossing the road.
Done consistently, this gradually teaches him that there are other alternatives to aggression
when faced with a threat - he can choose to walk away.

3. Distraction

Playful dogs can sometimes be distracted by a toy and taught to play in the vicinity of things
to which they become aggressive. Play with the dog while dogs, people etc are visible but
sufficiently far away for him not to react. Gradually increase his tolerance by playing with him
closer and closer. Then use the toy as a distraction when unexpectedly meeting people/dogs
etc when out
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4. Instant Down

Teaching an instant response to the command "Down" can have a dramatic effect, enabling
you to stop the dog in its tracks if it races towards another individual! This can be particularly
useful for predatory behaviour. Work on improving the dog's recall response and obedience
generally is also helpful.

5. Socialising and Desensitisation

Once you are able to control the behaviour, the dog should be taught to behave calmly in the
presence of the person, dog etc that he behaves.aggressively towards. For safety's sake the
dog should be muzzled, especially when running off the lead. For nervous dogs all contact
should be positive, with the use of titbits and games as reward for good behaviour, and it is
essential to progress:slowly and not put the dog under pressure. Behavioural advice and help
is available at the surgery.
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For more information

Please contact your Avonvale Vet

Warwick 0192‘400255
Southam 01926 812826
Wellesbourne 01789 841072

Kenilworth 01926 854181

www.avonvets.co.uk



