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Fleas and Worms

Maintaining a regular programme of flea and worm protection can keep your

pet healthy and protect your family.

Preventing fleas and worms is essential to maintain your pet in the very best of health. There
are a number of products available and the vet will discuss your pet’s lifestyle to recommend

the simplest most effective treatment options.
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To understand how to control fleaS%n our pets we need to understand the flea lifecycle.
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1. Only the adult fleas are present on our pets. These make up less than 5% of the total flea
population.

2. Each adult female flea can lay up to 2000 eggs. These drop off your pet into carpets, upholstery
and bedding in your home.

3. The eggs hatch into larvae (grubs), which live off detritus and flea droppings in carpets, furniture or
pet bedding, after which they pupate. The pupa (cocoon) can remain dormant for more than a year.

4. Pupae are stimulated into hatching by the movement and warmth of passing pets or people. The

adult fleas emerge jumping and are ready for their first blood meal.
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Most of the fleas that jump onto our pets come from eggs that are laid in our homes.

Control of Fleas

1. Treat your pets to kill adult fleas

Anything that kills adult fleas on your pet needs to be safe, easy to apply and effective.

We recommend a prescription only treatment

. This is a ‘spot on’ treatment, which is easily applied directly to the skin on the back of your
pet’s neck.

. It kills existing fleas within 24 hours and gives protection for 4 weeks.

. It is not absorbed into your pet’s bloo tain organophosphates.

. It is easier to dose than spray lar with cat and dog owners
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Roundworms (Toxocara)

These white worms look like pieces of string. 40% of puppies have them living in their
intestine and 25% of dogs carry the eggs in their fur. Roundworms are a particular
public health concern as they may be transmitted to humans via swallowing the
microscopic eggs found in untreated pet’s fur and in the grass after pets have been to
the toilet.
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Cats often become infected with Roundworm after catching mice and voles carrying

worm larvae.

Both pups and kittens catch these worms from their mothers — they can be passed
via the milk when suckling.

Tapeworms
These attach themselves to the small intestine and can grow up to 5 metres long.
They appear as flat ribbon shaped pieces or pale segments the size of a grain of rice
which are filled with eggs in the faeces or escaping from the pet's anus. Often pets

become infected whilst grooming by sw leas that are carrying tapeworm
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given.

For More Information
Please contact your Avonvale Vet

Warwick 01926 400255
Southam 01926 812826
Wellesbourne 01789 841072
Kenilworth 01926 854181
www.avonvets.co.uk



